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and asked if Deb wanted to take her
on and see if the team could figure
out what was hindering “Lil Diddy”.
After a trip to the vet and
x-rays, Dr. Ginny Carlson, who has
worked with SWR for many years,
found both hip growth plates were
crushed. which meant Diddy would
not be able to climb or run away
quickly from prey, making her non-
releasable. Deb took her home and
kept her on cage rest for about six
weeks until her hip injuries fused.
She’s now happy to report that
“Lil Diddy is the sweetest 8-pound
opossum who is super close to
being permitted to be our first mar-
supial mammal ambassador! Due
to Covid and the screeching halt to
getting normal day-to-day things
done, our permit process has taken
extordinarly long and she is now

two years of age—an old lady!”
Deb thinks the moral of this

success story is that but for dedicat-

ed volunteers and generous donors,
SWR would not have had the funds,
medications, and special food for
the little opossum. Once Lil Diddy
receives her permit, she and her
human helpers can go out to edu-
cate our community on the many
benefits and unique contributions
opossums make to our world.

B ALY

A Bird in Good Hands
This baby green heron came in with
an injured leg and SWR’s waterfowl
rehabber, Stephanie Stewart, took
him (her?) into her good care at
her rehab facility, Skywater Rescue
Ranch & Sanctuary. Though green
herons are fairly common, their
population has su ered a cumu-
lative decline of 51% since 1966
and they are on the list of Common
Birds in Steep Decline, likely due to
loss of habitat. To read more about
green herons: www.allaboutbirds.
org/guide/Green_Heron/id

A Big
Shout-Out
To Our Hard-
Working
Volunteers!

hanks to donations and the

many hours and e orts of
volunteers, we were able to dis-
assemble and move two squirrel
enclosures to new locations and
build two new enclosures, one for
squirrels and the other for opos-
sums. Working on the squirrel
cage disassembly/build project
were Bob Buckles, Carlos Navarre-
te, Dave Gilstrap, Deb McDonald,
Jeremy Monson, Ken Plunk, Linda
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Squirrel cage disassembly crew

Mueller, Tom King, Ted Wilson, and
Todd Martin
Building the new opossum cage

were Paul Farris, Dave Gilstrap, Tom

King, Je Lee, John Malick, Deb
McDonald, Deanna and Ken Plunk,
and Teri and Bill Smith.

These cages allow us to safely
care for the animals in their final
rehabilitation stage before their re-
lease back to their natural habitat.

A new squirrel cage






BOOK REVIEW

FOX & I

An Uncommon Friendship

By Catherine Raven

©2021 Spiegel & Grau, 286 pages

Book review by Julie Olson

fter earning her doctorate in biology from
AMontana State University, Catherine Raven

bought a large parcel of land on the eastern
front of the Rocky Mountains in order to
live away from civilization and close to na-
ture. It was there, in a sparsely inhabited
valley sliced by the Yellowstone River, that
she developed a serendipitous friendship
with a wild red fox.

“Many foxes had visited before him,”
tells Raven. “All of them remained furtive.
Against all odds and over several months,
Fox and | created a relationship by care-
fully navigating a series of sundry and
haphazard events.”

a

AN UNCOMMON
FRIENDSHIP

CATHERINE RAVEN

historical examples of humans’ careless and often cruel
stewardship of wildlife, including foxes. She frequently
makes her points with allegorical references to some
of her favorite books, most notably The Little Prince
and Moby Dick. Among her comments regarding the
latter is the following: “Like me, Ishmael
thinks that dividing the world into humans
and nonhumans is irrational; instead he
believes that all members of the animal
kingdom - including humans - fall into one
of two categories, wild and domestic, with
some humans falling into one category and
some the other.”

Raven also shares some of her own
philosophies regarding the schism be-
tween people and animals: “We draw
minute distinctions between individual

By the time the book begins, Fox has
become a regular visitor, arriving near Ra-
ven'’s doorstep at the same time every af-
ternoon and curling up a mere two meters from where
she sat. Raven would hold his attention by reading
aloud or playing show-and-tell with gathered objects.
“Reading to Fox mattered,” she explains, “because of
pauses and eye contact. Our actions, not our words,
built our trust in each other, and we based our relation-
ship on shared activities, not dialogue.”

Interwoven with the tale of Fox is Raven’s person-
al story—her deep-seated need for wildness and the
sacrifices she made to fulfill that need. “Those of us
who have barnacled ourselves to inhospitable places,”
she writes, “may be trying to avoid people not be-
cause we do not like people, but because we love the
things that people destroyed. Wild things. Horizons.”
An even larger theme within the book is humankind’s
continuously evolving relationship with wild animals.

In addressing this subject, Raven draws upon her broad
knowledge of botany, zoology, and general biology; her
personal experiences as a national park ranger, back-
country guide, and part-time college professor; and
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Foxand L” ~Yann Martel, author of Lifc of Pi.

people — the way they look and how they
act. When it comes to nonhuman animals,
we tend to generalize because too often
they all look, sound, and act alike to us.” Certainly, Fox’s
unusually outgoing nature—even though it was limited
to Raven—makes a convincing argument that wild an-
imals do have individual personalities. “I live in a harsh
land; wind, drought, and extreme temperatures keep
me humble. Maybe that’s one reason | empathized
with Fox and recognized him as an individual, not as a
generic fox.” Perhaps to help readers share that empa-
thy, Raven occasionally switches perspective from first
person to third person—showing the world through
Fox’s eyes (or at least how she imagines it to be).

This is a beautifully written book, filled with el-
oquent and informative descriptions of various flora
and fauna in Fox’s world. Fundamentally though, it is a
moving story of one woman'’s life-altering connection
with a completely wild animal. “We had very di erent
personalities, the fox and I,” admits Raven. “Despite
those di erences, we both worshiped the heat of the
sun and the light of the moon. You will never convince
me you need more than that to forge a friendship.”









